





Champs—Father and Son

“Flying Dutchman” won title at 17.
His dad copped top honors, although

left arm below elbow is missing

By Fred Miller

skiing. But, drudgery or no drudgery,
the Suydams learned fast.
Handicapped boys can learn a big
lesson in courage from Henry Suydam.
Skillman’s father was a 4-sport star in

prep school when he lost his left arm : j i T
just below the elbow. Some boys would THE FLYING DUTCHMAN, 18-year-old Skillman Suy-

consider themselves Cril)pled for life, dam of Orlcmdo, FICI., Men's National Water Ski Chcmp.
(continued on page 25)
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CHAMPIONS ALL! Left to right: Dick Pope, Jr., and Willa McGuire, World Champions, Mary Thornhill, Skillman Suydam.
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Water Ski Champs

(continued from page 3)

LOOK! NO SKIS! Rollins College Water
Ski Coach, Henry Suydam, champion
water skier, even though part of one

demonstrates the
skiing.

arms is missing,
miracle of barefoot water

but not Henry Suydam. He kept right
on in sports, competing on equal terms
and asking no quarter. And he’s done all
right. Was it hard to learn to ski? “Oh,
I don’t think so,” said Henry. “Maybe
it took me a little more time and pa-
tience—but I learned.” And how he
learned!

Except for a few lessons from a pro
tutor, Skillman’s only coaching was
done by his father. Hardly more than a
year after they started skiing, Skillman
wrote to Dick Pope to ask what quali-
fications he had to have to enter the
’49 Dixie Water Ski Tournament at Cy-
press Gardens. Characteristically Pope
replied: “You must be able to ski some,
swim well.” Skillman entered the tour-
ney and surprised everyone by winning
the Junior Boys’ Championship.

Skillman’s performance caught the
eye of Dick Pope, patron saint of all
water skiers, and the Cypress Gardens
impressario took an interest in Skill-
man’s skiing future. Dick Pope, Jr., took
Skillman aside to show him the fine
points of jumping, and the two formed
a fast friendship. The two are still close
friends even though Skillman has now
advanced to the Men’s Division and is
Dick’s toughest competitor.

Skillman’s rise to the top of the
Junior Division was meteoric. He won
the National Junior Championship in
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’49 and successfully defended the crown

in ’50. In ’50 he also annexed the World

Junior title—a title he retains until an-
other world tournament is held even
though he now competes in the Men’s
Division. His father also gained the
World Championship of the Veterans
Division in ’50.

Completely fascinated with water
skiing, and perhaps somewhat embold-
ened after the great success of his pupil
Skillman, the elder Suydam quit his
job and became a full-time water ski
coach. He’s now water ski coach at
Rollins College and, counting outside
pupils, he instructs about 1,000 stu-
dents a year!

Last August the National Tourna-
ment was held at Lake Placid, N.Y., and
Dick Pope, Jr., the Babe Ruth of water
skiing, was favored to win his fourth
consecutive Men’s Championship. The
experts, however, had not given due
consideration to Junior Champ Suydam
whose 17th birthday now forced him
to compete in the Men’s Division. In
the Jumping and Trick Riding events,
the newcomer to the men’s ranks stayed
right with Dick, each winning a second
and a third. The Water Ski Champion,
of course, is the skier with the best over-
all record in all 3 water skiing events:
Jumping, Trick Riding, and Slalom. So

. the two were tied for the lead when they

locked horns in a terrific slalom duel
that lasted until almost dusk before
Dick missed a buoy and let Skillman
nose him out for first place in the Slalom
and also for the Men’s overall crown.
To prove his victory was no fluke, Skill-
man again topped Dick in the Canadian
open a few weeks later,

The present Men’s Champ is a clean
cut 6’ 1”7, 170 pounder, lean and hard
muscled like his father. Water skiing
is his only competitive sport. But he
plays a mean game of ping pong accord-
ing to girl friend, Tavel. “Joan’s the
ping pong champ, though,” Skillman
told Open Road’s writer. “She beats me
all the time.” Skillman’s pretty blonde
“steady” laughed at that. “But, I'm get-
ting even with her—I’m teaching her to
water ski!” Skillman said, smiling back
at Joan.

Besides water skiing Skillman likes
most to tinker with his car. “You can
tell your readers,” Dad Suydam spoke
up, “‘that between the girl and the car
he stays broke all the time.”

Obviously a lot of good-natured rib-
bing goes on in the family, and Skill-
man got back at his dad when I asked
him if he had any advice for would-be
water skiers. “Sure,” said Skillman,
grinning at his dad, “tell them not to
let their father get so interested in the
sport that he takes up coaching it for a
living!”

At that Papa Suydam threw a pillow
at Skillman and Open Road’s writer de-
cided to leave before the party got
rough!
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New ‘Vaseline’ Cream Hair Tonic
makes your hair ook sharp, and keeps
it in place hours longer!

It contains Triple-A
Lanolin—and it’s easy
flowing. It’s
economical too—
because a little
goes a long, long
way. Get a bottle,
" and try it today!
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%A special compound (with lanolin) that helps keep
hair in place . . . gives it natural-looking lustre.
VASELINE is the registered trade mark of the

Chesebrough Mfg. Co., Cons’'d

25



